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Welcome to our new Sunderland Digital Careers
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Our goal is to bring you fascinating updates and

WHAT IS STEM?
BUSINESSES... SAY HELLO!

monthly newsletter!

opportunities from the wonderful world of STEM in the North
East. In this first issue, we will introduce you to STEM,
welcome you to our Sunderland Smart City Digital Careers
programme and give insight into local STEM businesses.
If you have any questions about the newsletter, or
questions or topics that we aren’t covering,
please get in touch:
jessica.sawyers@sunderlandsoftwarecity.com

DID YOU KNOW?
By 2024, around 2.5 million jobs requiring science,
engineering, technology, and research skills will need
filling
Engineering accounts for 25% of gross value added for
the UK economy
The UK economy suffers a loss of £1.5billion due to STEM
skills shortages
57% of UK businesses reported a technical skills gap at a
professional level
89% of STEM businesses struggle to recruit skilled
workers for their vacancies
There are over 3000 tech businesses based in the North
East - over 50 of these make games!

SUNDERLAND DIGITAL
CAREERS
This programme is designed to bring the
world of work to life, providing opportunities
for young people to understand digital career
pathways and the skills and competencies to
build successful working lives.
We challenge pre-conceived ideas, raise
aspirations, and encourage students to think
beyond current experience through
meaningful encounters with employers.
We want to raise industry awareness and
encourage students to consider a broader
and more ambitious range of future
education and career options.
Sunderland Digital is a thriving sector and
we are committed to providing opportunities
for all young people living and studying in
Sunderland. We know that, with the right
level of industry engagement, students feel
more confident, informed and inspired
about their future.

WHAT IS STEM?
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.
When people think of STEM and the careers
involved, they think of classrooms, textbooks
and lots of maths! We want this newsletter to
show you that while this is a part of STEM, there
is SO much more than that.
With the right tips, guidance and information, an
enjoyable, rewarding and fun career in STEM is
out there for you. STEM includes a huge variety
of subjects and areas, all of which involve
creative, analytical, logical, and problem solving
skills.
You may think you don’t have all these skills, but
you’ve actually been working on them everyday
at school! With the right opportunities and
progressions, you can learn to apply these skills
in a STEM career.

BUSINESSES... SAY HELLO!
There are so many amazing STEM businesses in the region doing incredible things. There are
simply too many to highlight in just one newsletter, so we've picked a few below!

SAGEZZA

TOMBOLA

UNIPRES

NEW WORLD DESIGNS

Has clients all over
the world who rely on
the company to
improve their
businesses using
digital technology.

Britain's biggest
bingo site, based in
Sunderland. The
online game can be
played via the
website or app.

Produces pressed
and assembled steel
automotive parts for
Nissan, by working
with robots in their
factory.

Creates bullet time
photography where
“Matrix"-style scenes
separate time and
movement to deliver
unique visuals.

For more information on anything covered in this newsletter, please contact:
jessica.sawyers@sunderlandsoftwarecity.com

